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Introduction  
This presentation is made available as 
a public service due to its Biblical and  

historic value. 

The presenter should become 
thoroughly  

familiar with material before 
presentation. If time permits, 

schedule a follow-up period for 
questions and discussions. 
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Background 

ÂThe purpose of Paulôs epistle to Philemon was to 
return the runaway slave Onesimus, to his 
master. 

ÂThe word Onesimus means ñprofitableò 

Â If you are a slave or an employee (at Wal*Mart  
they are one in the same) you are there to bring 
profit to your master.   



Meaning of Philemon 

 

ÂThe Greek word Philemon means ñlovingò 

ÂWe have a ñLovingò in our choir who is 
engaged to be married early next year.  

ÂThis slave will not be returned to his 
former master.  



Philemon 1 

ÂñPaul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and 
Timothy our brother, unto Philemon our 
dearly beloved and fellow laborer,ò 

ÂPhilemon was a ñfellow laborerò 

ÂPaul is a prisoner in Rome, but 
emphasizes that it is a more important to 
be a prisoner of Christ. 

 



Philemon 

ÂPhilemon was a well-to-do Christian pastor 
in Colosse, who had slaves. 

ÂHe used his home to hold church meetings 
and to minister to others.  

ÂThe prayers, love, hospitality and grace of 
Philemon were a blessing to Paul. 



Philemon 2 

ÂñAnd to our beloved Apphia, and 
Archippus, our fellow soldier and to the 
church in thy house:ò 

ÂApphia is Philemonôs wife. Apphia means 
ñthe beloved.ò 

ÂThey had the perfect marriage ñlovingò 
married to ñthe belovedò, with a home 
that was a loving church to help others to 
know of the love of Christ.  



The Lordôs Army 

ÂArchipus is Philemonôs son who is also a 
ñfellow soldierô in the Lordôs army. 

ÂArchipus means ñmaster of the horseò 

ÂIt is a great joy when your children want 
to follow in your footsteps as a soldier of 
the cross. 

ÂSome children of Christians become foot 
soldiers and some are in the Calvary.  



ñThe Church in My Houseò 

ÂFor three hundred years after Christôs 
death, churches were held in homes. 

ÂThe earliest known building used 
exclusively as a church was circa 315. 

ÂThroughout history homes have been 
used for churches, especially where 
churches have been outlawed, e.g. in 
Communist or Muslim countries. 


