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Introduction 
This presentation is made available as 
a public service due to its Biblical and  

historic value. 
The presenter should become 

thoroughly  
familiar with material before 
presentation. If time permits, 

schedule a follow-up period for 
questions and discussions. 

 
Courtesy of Doug Gamble Silverdale, Washington.  



Memorial Day 

ÎMemorial Day 

Îoriginally called Decoration Day  

ÎDay of remembrance for those who 
have died in our nation's service.  

ÎMany use it as a day to remember all 
dead, but this was not the original 
intent.  



Memorial Day Made Official 

ÎMemorial Day was first observed on 
30 May 1868, when flowers were 
placed on the graves of Union and 
Confederate soldiers at Arlington 
National Cemetery.  



Red Poppy 



Red Poppy 

Î1915 Moina Michaelôs poem:  

ÎñWe cherish too, the Poppy red 
That grows on fields where valor led,  
It seems to signal to the skies 
That blood of heroes never dies.ò 

 



Red Poppy 

ÎShe then conceived of an idea to 
wear red poppies on Memorial day in 
honor of those who died serving the 
nation during war.  





 



U.S. War Deaths 

ÎRevolutionary War   4,435  
(1775-1783)  

Î  War of 1812    2,260  
(1812-1815)  

ÎMexican War        13,283 
(1846-1848)  



U.S. War Deaths 

ÎCivil War      623,026  
(1861-1865)  

ÎSpanish-American War        2,446 
(1898)  

ÎWorld War I    116,708 
(1917-1918)  



U.S. War Deaths 

ÎWorld War II   407,316  
(1941-1945)  

ÎKorean War    36,914  
(1950-1953) 

ÎVietnam War    58,169  
(1964-1973)  


