
Ecclesiastes 



Introduction 

 This presentation is made available as a 
public service due to its Biblical and historic 
value. 

 The presenter should become thoroughly 
familiar with material before presentation. If 
time permits, schedule a follow-up period for 
questions and discussions. 
 
Courtesy of Doug Gamble Silverdale, Washington.  

 



Dr. Noel Smith, Editor of the 

Bible Baptist Tribune News 

 I spent a couple hours after he 

preached at my church in Vallejo, CA 

Dr. Smith said he earned money for 

college by working at a funeral home. 

One of his jobs was to dress the 

cadavers for the funeral service. 

 



Putting On A Front 

Bro. Smith was quite shocked to 

discover the funeral home only covered 

the front or top of the body. 

Noel Smith gave explicit instructions 

that when he died, he was to be 

dressed in clothes that covered his 

entire body front and back. 



Covering Your Backside 

His family asked why that was so 

important to him. 

He said: because when the rapture 

takes place and I am flying through the 

sky, I do not want my backside 

showing. 



Hebrews 1:1 

God who in sundry times 

 In various manners or ways 

Spoke to our fathers 

By the Prophets 



Ecclesiastes 

Ecclesiastes means 
ñthe preacherò. 

In the Book of 
Ecclesiastes the 
wisest man speaks to 
us in a different 
manner. 



Ecclesiastes 1:1 

3,000 years ago Solomon wrote the 

Book of Ecclesiastes 

A different and unique book.  

Who was the son of David  

Solomonôs voice, but God speaking.   



Solomon 

Ruled over Israel from age 20-60 

Ruled 40 years  

Ten times longer than the term of a  

US President. 

 



Ecclesiastes 1:2 

All is vanity 

The lady spends all day cleaning the 

house. It is perfect.  

Then comes the M & Ms 

Mess Monsters 

 



Ecclesiastes 1:2 

Very famous - Elvis Presley and 

Marylyn Monroe 

Very rich - J Paul Getty and Howard 

Hughes 

Wealth and fame all vanity 

 



Ecclesiastes 1:3 

What profit hath a man of all his labor? 

ïBig beautiful home eventually becomes a 
burden to take care of 

ïWhen the car is finally paid off, everything 
on it makes noise except the horn. 

ïIf you die rich, someone else gets it and 
there is frequently hard feelings over who 
got what and who didnôt. 



Ecclesiastes 1:4 

One generation passes, another rises 

up, then it too passes away. 



Ecclesiastes 1:6 

3000 years before the science of 

meteorology. 

Wind currents ñaccording to his circuitsò 

ñTrade windsò made it possible for 

sailing ships to conduct trade and bring 

settlers to various parts of the world.  



Ecclesiastes 1:12-14 

ñI (Solomon) gave my heart to seek out 

by wisdom concerning all things that 

are done under heaven.ò   

Solomon saw all the works and said all 

that this world is vanity, or 

meaningless. 



Ecclesiastes 2:4-10 

Vs 4 ï built houses 

Vs 5 ï beautifully landscaped 

Vs 6 ï  pools 

Vs 7 ï servants  

Vs 8 ï gold and silver, best entertainment 

Vs 9 ï best wealth and wisdom 

Vs 10 ï every pleasure and amusement  



Ecclesiastes 3:20 

All men are dust and 

all men return to 

dust. 



Ecclesiastes 3:20 

Scientists today know that are bodies 

are composed of the 14 elements found 

in the dust or dirt of the earth. 

The estimated value of these chemicals 

is about $25 for the average human 

body. 



Body Chemicals  & 

Compounds 

Enough: 

ïCarbon for 900 pencils 

ïPhosphorous for 2,200 matches 

ïWater to fill a 10 gallon aquarium 

ïIron for a 3 inch nail 

ïFat to make 7 bars of soap 

Some of us are soapier than others 



Ecclesiastes 3:21 

Will animals go to heaven? 

Funerals are conducted for pets. 

There are hundreds of pet cemeteries 

in America (8 in Washington State) 

The Bible says the spirit of man goes 

up, the spirit of beasts go down. 



Ecclesiastes 4:16 

ñThere is no end of all the people.ò 

That is what we say the day after 

Thanksgiving at Wal-Mart. 



Ecclesiastes 5:1 

Be more ready to hear in church. 

 If I were Satan, I would keep everyone 

up late on Saturday night and get them 

very tired, so that they would not be 

ready to hear on Sunday morning. 



Ecclesiastes 5:2-3 

Be not rash with thy mouthé.let thy 

words be few. 



Ecclesiastes 5:2-3 

How many of you enjoy being around 

someone who talks non-stop.   

The people we like the most are those 

who will listen to us, but most people 

are more interested in talking about 

themselves than listening to others. 



Ecclesiastes 5:4 

 If you make a vow keep it. 

God has no pleasure in fools. 

Keep your vow to God and keep your 

word to others. 



Ecclesiastes 5 :6 

The Bible says to call sin what it is ï 

sin, not some form of error. 

Drunks - chemically dependent 

Homosexuality - alternative lifestyle 

Many sinners claim temporary insanity-

an error in judgment (really sin). 



Ecclesiastes 5:10 

He that loveth silver will not be satisfied 

with silver, nor he that loveth 

abundance with increase: this is also 

vanity. 



He That Loveth Money 

 In 1980 the wealthiest man in America 

was H.L. Hunt, Texas Oilman 

His sons Herbert and Bunker had tens 

of millions of dollars worth of silver. 

They werenôt satisfied. They wanted  

much more silver. 



Lovers of Silver 

Bunker & Herbert 

Hunt teamed up with 

2 very rich Arabs and 

formed a company to 

corner the worldôs 

silver. 



Lovers of Silver 

The Hunts ended up with approximately 

half of the entire worldôs silver. 

The price of silver went from  

$2 per ounce to $49 per ounce. 



Lovers of Silver 

 Investors all over the world jumped into 

the silver market and began selling on 

margins. 

The market collapsed and the Hunt 

brothers both went from Billionaires to 

near bankruptcy. 



Lovers of Silver 

The Bible says he that loves a quantity 

of silver will not be satisfied. 

The Hunt brothers were not satisfied. 

Judas was not satisfied with his silver. 



Ecclesiastes 5:13 

ñThere is a sore evil which I have seen 

under the sun, namely, riches kept for 

the owners thereof to their hurt.ò 

J. Paul Getty was perhaps the first 

person in the world to ever become a 

billionaire. 



Ecclesiastes 5:13 

Getty said: ñRiches 
do not make you 
happy; they make 
you miserable.ò 

The billionaire 
installed a pay phone 
in his home. 



Ecclesiastes 7:1 

A good name is better than precious 

ointment; and the day of death better 

than the day of oneôs birth. 

 



Death Day  

Better than Birthday 

Most donôt believe that. 

Most Christians donôt act that way. 

 The day a baby is born is a day of  

celebration; death  for most, is a time of 

sorrow. 

For the godly, oneôs death is a time of 

rejoicing, entering eternal life in heaven. 



Ecclesiastes 7:9 

ñBe not hasty to become angry; for 

anger resteth in the bosom of fools.ò 



Ecclesiastes 7:15 

There is a just man that perisheth in his 

righteousness 

There is a wicked man that prolongeth 

his life in his wickedness. 



Ecclesiastes 7:15 

When we see this what is our normal 

response? 

The Bible says this will happen, but just 

keep doing right- judgment will come. 



Ecclesiastes 7:21-22 

When we find out someone talked 

against us, we over react. 

Servant curseth thee 

Do we ever talk against others? 

Donôt over react as it is a sin common 

to man. 



Ecclesiastes 8:5 

A wise man understands time and 
judgment. 

People have secret sins and assume 
they wonôt get caught. 



Ecclesiastes 8:5 

On earth, many get caught and pay a 
heavy price.  

Some go through life apparently getting 
away with sin, but the wisest man 
(Solomon) said judgment will come.  



Ecclesiastes 8:11 

Because sentence 

against an evil work is 

not executed speedily, 

therefore the heart of the 

sons of men is fully set in 

them to do evil. 



Ecclesiastes 8:11 

 If one gets away with 

a ñlower level sinò, it 

makes them think 

they can go a bit 

further. 



Ecclesiastes 8:11 

ñSin takes you further than you want to 

go, keeps you longer than you want to 

stay, and costs you more than you want 

to pay.ò 



Ecclesiastes 8:12 

A sinner sins 100 times and apparently 

gets away with it. 

 It is well with them that fear God. 



Ecclesiastes 9:9 

Rejoice with the wife of thy youth. 

One wife, for life, with minimum strife. 

 If you messed up in the past, 

make your present spouse the last! 



Ecclesiastes 9:10 

Do it with all thy might 

(This does not refer to the previous 

slide that said minimum strife.) 

Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do 

it with all thy might. (This is the key to 

succeeding in life, but only the wise will 

understand this.) 



Ecclesiastes 9:11 

Commonly asked question: 

ñWhy did God allow this?ò 

Some things are time and chance. God 

gave man a free will. Man can drink 

and drive, causing accidents. Man can 

drive under a falling tree. 

Much of life is time and chance. 



Ecclesiastes 9:18 

ñOne sinner destroyeth much good.ò 

When a pastor, missionary or strong 

Christian falls, it destroys the testimony 

of much good that they did before.  

When you go with the Lord, donôt turn 

back. Your sin does not just hurt you. It 

hurts all you have ever witnessed to. 



Ecclesiastes 11:1 

Cast your bread upon the waters. 

It will come back to you. 

You canôt out give God. 



Ecclesiastes 11:4 

 If you put too much emphasis on 

circumstances, you will not take action. 

The sower saw wind and would not 

sow. 

Satan will make sure that there is never 

a good time to sow the word of God. 

 



Ecclesiastes 12:1 

Remember thy Creator. 

We didnôt get here by a series of 

evolutionary accidents. 

We are fearfully and wonderfully made 

by Jesus Christ, the Creator. 



Ecclesiastes 12:10  

Ecclesiastes says that some preachers 

look for just the right words to speak to 

wax eloquent in the pulpit. 

The very best and most effective words 

to use are ñthat which was writtenò, 

the Bible. 



All Is Vanity in the  

 “Book of Vanity” 

He was  King, with great honor and 
power... And it was all vanity of vanities  

He had great palaces, beautiful gardens 

He was very rich, with many servants 

Solomon, had 700 wives &  
300 concubines  

He had the best music and singers 

  



ALL is Vanity 

Solomon, the wisest man born of 

woman, uses the word vanity 38 times. 

The word vanity means empty, 

meaningless, a vapor. 

This world is but a vapor. The Bible, 

God and heaven are eternal.   



Ecclesiastes12:13-14 

The conclusion of the whole meaning of 
life. 

All things will one day be righteously 
judged. 

Fear God & keep his commandments. 

ñOne life will soon be past, only whatôs 
done for Christ will last.ò 

 


