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Introduction

A This presentation is made available as a
public service due to its Biblical and
historic value.

A The presenter should become thoroughly
familiar with material before presentation.
If time permits, schedule a follow-up
period for guestions and discussions.

Courtesy of Doug Gamble Silverdale, WWashington.
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Question For This Class

AWho in this class remembers
NThe Deat h of t he AT

A Does anyone remember
NThe Deat h of t he Ar




Lesson Background

A Our lesson took place in what today is
called Turkey, which includes Armenia.

ATur keyodos popul ation |
only 120,000 are called Christians.

AWhen we think of Tur
Christianity, but it has been one of the
most important of all areas for Christians
In the past. What happened?




Once A Center of Christianity

Paul was of the city &
of Tarsus.

Where Is Tarsus?

Tarsus Is In present
day Turkey.




Turkey Includes Armenia

A One of world's oldest
civilizations, Armenia
once Included Mt Ararat,
the mountain that Noah's . . :
ark rested on after the s d"’“ﬂ}{'?ﬁ: from Ararat, by
flood.

A Armenians for centuries
have claimed to be
descendants of Noah.




Christianity in Armenia

AIn 301 A.D., Armenia became the very first
nation to accept Christianity as the state
religion. A golden era of peace and
prosperity followed which saw a flourishing
of commerce.

A In the 10th century, Armenians established
a new capital at Ani ,
t housand and one churt



The Seven Cities of Revelation

A Ephesus i Church that left its first love
(Rev 2:1-7).

ASmyrna’i Persecuted, suffered poverty
(Rev 2:8-11).

A Pergamum i Worldly church, false
doctrines (Rev. 2:12-17).

A Thyatirai Followed seductive prophetess
(Rev. 2:18-29).



The Seven Cities of Revelation

A Sardis i The "dead" church that fell
asleep (Rev 3:1-6).

A Philadelphia i Brotherly love, endures
patiently (Rev 3:)

AlLaodiceaiiLukewar m" <chur
3:14-22).

A These churches were all located in what is
today called Turkey.
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What Happened to Christianity?

A What happened to Christianity in what is
modern Turkey.

A 500 years after Christ,
came Mohammed and his Muslims.

A The Muslims persecuted the non-Muslims.

A In Turkey, Muslims were taxed 10%:
non-Muslims were taxed 50%.



Christian Influence On Turkey

A 1915, population of Turkey was about 20
million people.

A 2 million of the Turks (primarily
Armenians) were Christians



Christian Influence On Turkey

A Armenians had always been the best
educated of the old Turkish empire.
Armenians were the professionals In
soclety, the businessmen, lawyers,
doctors, scientists and skilled craftsmen.

A Armenians sent children to America to
complete their education.



Some Famous Armenians

A Dr. Ramon Damadian i MRI Machine
A Gary Kasparov i World Chess Champion

A Dr. Varaztad Kazanjian i Father of plastic
surgery

A Artem Mikoyan i Designed MIG airplane

A Ara Parseghian i Notre Dame Football

coach who won two national
championships.



1915 During WWiI

A In the Ottoman Empire, Christians and
Jews were not allowed to testify in court.

A Christians were not allowed to have guns.

A The Turks joined the war on the side of
Germany in WWI.

A The Muslims decided the war gave a good
opportunity to eradicate the non-Muslim
Infidels 1 Christians and Jews in Turkey.



The Koran says:

A Armenian Christians and Jews were
placed in railroad cattle cars, taken to and
crammed into buildings where large
numbers at a time of were burnt to death.

A Today the Muslims say this never
happened, just like the Muslims say the
Jewish Holocaust of WWII never
happened.

N



Who Remembers?

A Muslims of the Ottoman Empire killed 1.5
million Christians in Armenian area of Asia
Minor (now called Turkey).

A During WWII, when Hitler was killing the

Jews, he was asked: [
do to you for these
AHIi t |l er answered: @ Whc

deat h of t he Ar meni ar



New York Times
Dec. 15, 1915

MILLION ARMENIANS
KILLED OR IN EXILE

American Committee on Relief
Says Victims of Turks Are

Steadily Increasing.

POLICY OF EXTERMINATION

More Atrocities Detailed In Support
of Charge That Turkey Is
Acting Deliberately.



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0a/NY_Times_Armenian_genocide.jpg

Going Back 2000 Years

A Christ told his followers to go into all the
world and preach and teach the gospel to
every creature.

APaul foll owed the Lot

AAt the time of Paul 6
called Asia Minor.

A The travels of Paul were phenomenal.
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Colosse
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Colosse An Important City

A According to historians Herodotus and
Xenophon, Colosse was an important city.

A Colosse was on the major trade route
between Ephesus and Euphrates Valley.

A The principal industry -- manufacture and
preparation of woolen fabrics, exported to
various parts of the ancient world.



Problems in The Church

AThe word Col osse mear

A Epaphras made a very long journey (over
1000 miles) from Colosse to Rome to talk
to Paul about the problems in the church
at Colosse (worshipping angels, mixing
law with grace, practicing mysticism,
Immorality, making Christ a creation)

A Colosse was later destroyed by an
earthquake.



Paul Wrote From Prison

A 11719 P81

PRIGIONE DE] SS APOSTOL! Mk RO E PA o

MAMERTINUM = [

A The epistle to the Colossians was written
to the church at Colosse, circa 63 AD. It
was written from Rome during Paul's 'first’
Imprisonment, at which time he also wrote
Ephesians and Philemon.


http://www.sacred-destinations.com/italy/rome-mamertime-prison-pictures/slides/eos_215.htm

Roman Prison

A Mamertine Prison was the only state
prison in ancient Rome and was known
as the Carcer (Latin for prison). The
Mamertine Prison on the slope of the
Capitoline Hill is cut directly into the
rock.
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Roman Prison

A At different times Peter and Paul were
Incarcerated in Mamertine Prison in Rome.

A Today the prison room contains an altar
with an inverted cross, a symbol that Peter
was executed by crucifixion upside down.
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Why Colossians Was Written

A Epaphras visited Paul in prison and told
Paul about the young church that was at

Colosse.

he Christians who lived there

had begun to follow false teachers.

A Paul was worried that the Christians would
turn away from the true gospel.

AEvV en

today most of

the true gospel.

~

n (



Colosse Was Changing The Gospel

A Embracing philosophers
A Worshipping angels
A Adding Old Testament laws to the gospel.

A Their whole system tended to limit the
greatness and authority of Christ and the
sufficiency of his redemption.



Colosse Later Became Kona

A In Eastern Orthodox religious art there is a
painting of the Miracle of the Angel at
Kona (formerly called Colosse).

A Chudov Monastery in Moscow was
dedicated to the Feast of the Miracle at
Colosse. (See artwork on next page.)





http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5b/Mikharkhangel3.jpg

New Life in Christ

A Paul wrote to the Christians at Colosse to
remind them about Jesus Christ and about
his true gospel message. Paul
emphasised that Christ Is superior to all
creation, including angels.



New Life in Christ

A He reminded the Christians that their past
life was gone. No more superstition or
Immorality.

A Christ was now their new life. Paul then
went on to teach the Christians how to live
this new life.



Introduction to Colossians

Col 1:1

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the
will of God... ©

I Today, we walit until the end of the letter to
identify the writer, but in the first century they

put it in the beginning and showing Paul as
the author.



To Saints At Colosse

Col 1:2
NnTo the saints and faithful brethren in

Christ which are at Colosse: 0

I Saints literally means separated, holy ones:
refers to all those who professed to be a
believer, whether or not they actually lived up
to it, much like the term Christian is used

today.



God | s Chri st

Col 1:3
NWe give thanks to God and the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for
you, O
I Inasmuch as Jesus was fully human, God was
both Christos God and

I Joseph was not the biological father, because
Mary was a virgin.



Prayer and Thanksgiving

A In the Lord's prayer, Jesus begins and
ends his prayer with praise of thanks.

A When approaching God asking him for
things, we should first take time to count
our blessings, thank God and praise Him.



