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Introduction  

This presentation is made available as a 

public service due to its Biblical and  

historic value. 

The presenter should become thoroughly  

familiar with material before presentation. If 

time permits, schedule a follow-up period 

for questions and discussions. 

 
Courtesy of Doug Gamble Silverdale, Washington.  



Spring Ahead  

ÅIs anyone anxious to get rid of winter and 

move into spring? 

ÅYou are not the only ones. 



                                                                                         

Cool threat... 





What Is The Book of Acts ?  

ÅThe New Testament consists of 27 books 

Å  4 Gospels ï Matthew, Mark, Luke & John 

Å  1 History ï  Acts of the Apostles 

Å21 Epistles-    Romans to Jude 

Å  1 Prophecy - Revelation 



The Book of Acts  

ÅWritten by Luke between 63 and 65 A.D. 

ÅThe Book of Acts records Christian history 

from Christôs resurrection to the first two 

years of Paulôs imprisonment in Rome, a 

period of over 30 years. 

 



Sir William Ramsay  

ÅSir William Ramsay held a PhD from 

Oxford University and various other 

degrees. 

ÅHe was known for his expertise in Asia 

Minorôs political, social, cultural, and 

religious history.   



Sir William Ramsay  

ÅRamsay was a member of Learned 

Societies in Europe and America 

ÅIn 1906, Ramsay was knighted for his 

brilliant scholarly achievements. 

ÅSir Ramsay was one of the worldôs most 

respected scholars of his day. 

ÅRamsay was a Higher Critic of the Bible 

 



Higher Critics  

ÅHigher critics maintained that the Bible 

was myth. Scholars said that the Hittites, 

mentioned 47 times in the Bible, never 

existed.  

ÅIn 1876, Excavations in Turkey uncovered 

a fortified citadel, five temples, enormous 

stone sculptures and a room containing 

more than 10,000 tablets. 



Higher Critics  

ÅArchaeologist announced to the world that 

the capital of the Hittite empire had been 

found!  

ÅThe Bible proved to be true ï there was a 

Hittite nation. 

ÅThe higher critics have since been found 

wrong in many other cases. 



Higher Critics  

ÅCritics' asserted that the Bible couldn't 

have been written when it claimed to be 

because the ancient Hebrews didn't know 

how to write at that time? In 1979  

archaeologists discovered two gray 

cylinders covered with delicately etched 

Hebrew characters.  

 



Higher Critics  

ÅThey contained the words of the blessing 

recorded in Numbers 6:24-26. This 

remarkable find proved that not only did 

the ancient Hebrews know how to write 

centuries earlier than critics said they did, 

but one of the oldest portions of the Bible 

was obviously in use at a time well before 

the critics maintained it had been written! 

 



A Skeptic Looked At Acts  

ÅMany college professors and scholars of 

the 19th century were critical of the Book of 

Acts. 

ÅAmong the critics was Sir William Ramsay. 

He believed Acts was:  ñRife with 

geographical and historical errors.ò  



 Sir Williamôs Discovery 

ÅSir William was surprised at the historical 
and archeological accuracy in Luke's 
narrative in Acts.  

ÅAfter a quarter century of research in what 
is today Israel and Turkey, where he 
carefully studied the book of Acts, this 
famous unbeliever shook the intellectual 
world when he announced he had called 
upon the Christ as his Lord and Savior.  



How Reputable is Luke?  

 

ÅAfter decades of examining Lukeôs details 

recorded in Acts, Sir William Ramsay 

concluded: "Luke is a historian of the first 

rank; not merely are his statements of fact 

trustworthy . . . In short this author should 

be placed along with the very greatest of 

historians."  



Outline of Book of Acts  

ÅChapters 1-12 

ÅPeter is the chief character 

ÅJerusalem is the center 

ÅThe gospel is primarily to the Jews 



Acts 1:1  

ÅIn the first verse Luke describes his 

Gospel as a "treatise . . . of all that Jesus 

began both to do and teach."  

ÅThe word treatise means lengthy 

discourse. 

ÅLuke is writing to Theophilus who he also 

wrote to in the Book of Luke. 

 



Who Is Theophilus ?  

ÅLuke 1:1-4 

ÅñMost excellent Theophilusò (term most 

excellent reserved for high ranking 

government officials in Lukeôs day) 

ÅAs a physician, Luke would have come in 

contact with high ranking people. 

ÅVs 4 ï Theophilus is a new Christian and 

Luke is teaching him about Christ. 



Luke 1:4  

ÅñThat thou mightest know the certainty of 

those things wherein thou hast been 

instructed. 

 



Acts 1:2  

ÅLuke wrote that his Gospel was about 

ñeverything that Jesus began to do and to 

teach.ò After he had returned to his Father, 

Jesus continues to do and to teach. 

ÅJesus continued his work by his Holy 

Spirit, through his apostles.  

ÅThe Greek word óapostolosô means a 

person with a message.   



Acts 1:3  

ÅñTo whom also he shewed himself alive 

after his passion by many infallible proofs, 

being seen of them forty days, and 

speaking of the things pertaining to the 

kingdom of God.ò 

ÅAll of Christianity rises or falls on the truth 

of the Resurrection of Christ. 

ÅRamsey came to know the ñRisen Saviorò 



 Resurrection is The Key  

ÅSome people think that the miracles that 

Jesus did prove his deity.  

ÅMoses, Joshua, Gideon, Elijah, Elisha, 

Peter and Paul all performed miracles. 

These men were used of God, but they 

were not deity. 

ÅThe deity of Christ is proven by his 

resurrection from the dead. 



ñMany Infallible Proofsò 

1. Josephôs tomb was empty 

2. Eye witnesses; Peter, disciples, 500  

3. All of the disciples went from non-
believer during the death and burial, to 
martyrs willing to risk death by preaching 
and teaching the gospel to every 
creature. 

4. The conversion of Paul 

5. An explosion of the spread of Christianity 



Infallible Proofs  

ÅñAccording to the laws of evidence used in 
courts of law, there is more evidence for 
the historical fact of the Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ than for any other event in 
ancient history.ò 

ÅSimon Greenleaf Law Professor, Harvard 

 



Albert L. Roper  

ÅRoper, defense attorney for 42 years and 
Mayor of Norfolk, did an exhaustive study 
to determine if the Resurrection story was 
true.  

ÅHere is what he said: 

ïñI say unequivocally the evidence for the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ is so 
overwhelming that itéleaves absolutely no 
room for doubt.ò 

 



Infallible Proofs  

ÅLord Chief Justice of England, Lord Darling 
stated: "No intelligent jury in the world 
could fail to bring in a verdict that the 
Resurrection story is true." 

 



If True, Why Not Believed  

Å2000 hears of higher critics 

ÅHolocaust less than 70 years back and 

there is a huge movement to say it never 

really happened. 

ÅIke, Nuremberg Trials, confessions, 

witnesses who lived, converted guards, 

photos, documents 


